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A Veteran’s Family:
The Harrisons
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With the second Wednesday
of November as Veterans Day, the
Harrisons are a family well in line with this government-recognized
day of recognition; James, his father, and his younger brother all
served in the military in earlier parts of their lives.
The influences James gleaned from serving in the U.S. Army from
1988 to 1991, and knowing how serving our country weaves through
his family’s history, is a part of him and his wife, Denice, deciding to
use the word “Patriot” in their business name for their pest control
operation started locally in 2011.
“My father, James B. Harrison, Sr., is 78 and lives near my younger
brother and two sisters in Georgia today,” James explains.
From 1960 to 1966, James’ father served in the U.S. Navy as a boiler
technician aboard a destroyer on the Atlantic Ocean and from 1971
through 1974 worked on a guided missile. Three years of his time
serving also involved recruiting.
“He was active for almost 14 years and then spent the remaining 10
years in the National Guard,” James adds.
His father’s civilian career involved him working as a coal miner in
West Virginia, where he raised their family.
“He spent a total of 16 years in underground mines—underground
can be in as far as three miles underground,” James explains.
James’ time in the U.S. Army began stationed at Fort Drum in New
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York with the 10th Mountain Division.
“I was able to spend a short time in Germany for some field
exercises,” he says. “I was also given the opportunity to go to
airborne school, jumping out of planes at Fort Benning in Georgia,
and to attend some courses on anti-terrorism. My last role was as
an executive assistant to the Assistant Division Commander of
Operations at Fort Drum.”
His younger brother, Kris, also joined the U.S. Army, working as a
communication specialist at Fort Bragg in North Carolina with the
82nd Airborne Division, later attending the same airborne school as
James.
“My father encouraged me to join the military,” James notes. “He was
a firm believer in ‘Every man should stand a post so that he can truly
enjoy and understand the word freedom.’ Denice came up with our
business name because we are a patriotic family. We currently have
one technician who is active in the National Guard.”
In reflecting on his years in the military, James says, “It was one of
the best times in my life. Serving gives you a sense of accomplishment
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and pride, and it teaches you about respect and self-respect. It also
sets a strong foundation and belief of getting the job done.”
James adds, “I think Veterans Day is a great day to remember all
Veterans. I personally think it should be a paid holiday for all of
those who have served our country—what better way to pay tribute to
those serving during these times. And always thanking veterans for
their service is a good thing. Anytime you can give to the Veterans
Affairs Services in Philadelphia, I know they appreciate it. There is
an organization called Purple Heart—they will come pick up most
unwanted items which they later can sell to help make money to
support some of their programs. And of course, if you can choose a

veteran-owned company over another company, that goes a long way
as well. We have a lot of soldiers returning during this time who need
help in transitioning from active to civilian roles. If you can help
them in any way, they will likely appreciate it.”
He and Denice met 25 years ago in what they call the Bug Biz while
she was an office manager for their employer back then. Denice left
and opened a pool distribution company and later sold it, and that’s
when they opened their family-owned business.
“Our roles complement our strengths and do not overlap that
much,” Denice explains. “James is the technical brains of the
operation; he has the industry knowledge and is an associate certified
entomologist. He trains our service technicians and does most of
the initial inspections and quotes for customers. My responsibilities
are overseeing customer service and office staff, accounts payable,
accounts receivable, budgets, financials, advertising, networking, etc.
It can be challenging to work and live with your spouse, but we have a
mutual respect for our individual talents.”
Their daughter, Carley, 20, is a sophomore and theatre arts major
at Montgomery County Community College (MCCC) through its
Blue Bell Campus. Denice mentions that the support program for
autism at Spring-Ford Area School District has been an incredible
resource for Carley who was diagnosed with autism after not
speaking at the age of two. Mainstreamed throughout her schooling,
Carley’s high-functioning aspects eventually led her to start helping

Continued on Page 6

Thank you Primrose School of Royersford for sponsoring our monthly Resident Feature!

Their first years.
Our first priority.

Primrose School of Royersford
259 Royersford Road
Royersford, PA 19468
610.792.3030
PrimroseRoyersford.com

See the Primrose® difference.

Each Primrose school is a privately owned and operated
franchise. Primrose Schools is a registered trademark
of Primrose School Franchising SPE, LLC.
©2019 Primrose School Franchising SPE, LLC. All rights reserved.

November 2020

5

FEATURE
RESIDENT

Continued from Page 5

“When she was young, Carley lacked confidence, was scared of
everything, and reacted very sensitively to sound,” Denice notes.
“Long story short, at 20, she has come a long way, and now she’s
doing community theatre after she had been so timid while growing
up. Theatre has really helped to build her confidence.”

having autism created a lot of challenges when I was little. I hated
loud noises, so going to school assemblies was very scary. Riding
the school bus made me very anxious because it was too loud for
me. I had a lot of help at Limerick Elementary School, and that
helped me to deal with being afraid of certain situations. Over
the years, my self-esteem grew, and I started doing more. My mom
took me to volunteer at the Daily Bread Community Food Pantry
in the Collegeville area for a few summers, by myself. At first I
was nervous, but I had a job to do, and my mom said people were
counting on me—I learned to like contributing.”

Her current classes at MCCC are Intro to Theatre, Acting for the
Camera, and Theatre Production Workshop III. Carley also works
part-time at an apparel shop in the local outlets in Limerick; before
that, she also worked in daycare at the Spring Valley YMCA.

The Harrisons love dogs and began adopting boxers through a rescue
over a decade ago, later finding the then-new Mostly Muttz Rescue,
for all breeds, based in Montgomery County, helping the nonprofit
since it began.

“I enjoy everything about theatre, performing, and acting,” Carley
beams. “I can be different characters, and I have fun with it. Along
with that, I always have fun onstage and making the audience laugh,
being excited, and since I’m on the spectrum with autism, I want
to show people that you can do anything and achieve your goals no
matter what disorder or disability you have.”

“Sometimes, we rescue senior dogs who are not a popular choice
because of medical concerns and short lifespan,” Denice says. “My
heart breaks for those pups. We have fostered puppies for the rescue,
but I realized that we are not good foster parents because we get
attached and cannot let them go. My home had been a one-dog
house, and now it is a three-dog house, which makes for a lot of
commotion, chewed shoes, exploding dog beds with fluff everywhere,
and things going missing! In our business office, I have pictures on
the wall of our eight dogs we loved over the past decade.”

her fellow students in class in a tutoring sense, as she very innately
loves helping others.

Carley’s favorite play she participated in through Firebird Theatre
as a nonprofit community theatre remains Big Fish performed at
Phoenixville High School.
“I loved my parts in it because I had more than two roles, and I enjoy
being different characters,” she says. “Everyone was so kind and also
so accepting. I also enjoyed being in Once on This Island at Spring-Ford
Area High School because I could work with people I already knew,
and I had the chance to experience what an audition looks like and
how people normally feel when they walk into an audition. It also
helped me to understand what it means to work hard in either a play
or a musical.”
Carley is very thankful for her parents, recognizing how they’ve always
advocated for her. She reflects, “I appreciate everything about them—
my parents are supportive, kind, wise, and raised me right, and I can’t
thank them enough for raising me right. I mostly appreciate how
understanding they are. Whenever I have a panic attack or am getting
anxious, they know how to calm me down. For example, in the
middle of my senior year, I kept having panic attacks frequently, so
my mom spoke to our doctor about it, and now I have medication to
help me with my anxiety. Overall, they are helpful and loving parents,
and I’m so lucky to have them.”
She adds, “My mom taught me how to drive when I was really
afraid. It took a lot of patience to help me through my fears. And
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Years ago, Denice and her family offered to foster a senior-aged boxer
named Roxy because her owner had suddenly died.
“Roxy was an old, beat up, overbred guard dog from Philadelphia,”
Denice explains. “She growled at us for the first two months—until
she finally trusted us. We would take her to adoption events for
Mostly Muttz Rescue, and she would growl and snap at anyone who
came near us to meet her. Obviously, no one wanted to adopt such
a grouch! After a year, April Moyer with the rescue left us a message
that they finally found a home for Roxy. Well, Carley burst into tears
when she heard the message and said, ‘You can’t give away Roxy!!!!!
She is part of our family now!’ And so we kept her. She passed away
in 2014. Currently, we have Milo, Otis, and Fritz.”
For fun at home, the Harrisons play a few games of Uno on
Saturday nights.
“We make it a little more interesting by playing for cash, which
evolves into a lot of smack-talk and fun ribbing,” Denice says. “I
always sneak Carley cash ahead of time, so she doesn’t actually lose
‘her’ money. We try to hide it from James, but most of the time, he
catches me handing her money and rolls his eyes.”
And four years ago, Denice lost her mom to ovarian cancer at the
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age of 68, with hospice moments and later grief hitting home hard.
Denice recalls, “She encouraged me to travel and see the world while
I was still young. Since she passed away, my brother, Allen Byrd, and I
plan an annual trip. We have been to Germany, Switzerland, Austria,
England, Scotland, and Ireland. It’s a great way to celebrate our
mom’s life, it keeps us close, and it gives me a break from my loving
husband! LOL.”
Denice’s mother loved to travel and had visited throughout Europe.
Denice and Allen’s first trip happened in 2017; that’s when they
traveled to Germany, Switzerland, and Austria. She notes, “Our
mom’s side of the family originated from the Black Forest in
Germany. We don’t know any of our distant relatives, but it was a
great way for us to laugh, reminisce about our mom, and celebrate
her life. It was very therapeutic.”
And Denice shares her family’s feelings about the local community.
“We moved to Limerick Township about 21 years ago,” she says.
“Carley was born and raised in the house where we currently live.
We love that it is a quiet and safe neighborhood, and it is a great
place to raise a family. Our neighbors are the BEST and have made
it a wonderful place to live. They put up with our dogs, so I can’t
ask for more. =)”
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